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of the beds. Some portions are sufficiently pure to be employed
for glass manufacture and for lining open-hearth furnaces, but the
bulk is used as building sand and for agricultural and scouring
purposes.
To the east of Godstone around Oxted and Limpsfield the
Folkestone sands become rather coarse and ferruginous, and are
suitable for commoner glass-ware and for open-hearth furnace
linings. At Reigate (Surrey) they are purer than round Godstone
and are more regular, though some calcareous material occurs in
them. The beds in some places are 40 ft. thick, but are also
covered by very thick beds of overburden which render them
difficult of access. The sand is used for glass manufacture. Similar
though less valuable deposits occur also at Westerham. In Sussex
the beds extend from Midhurst to Petworth, Fittleworth, Pul-
borough, Storrington, Hassock's Gate, Ringmer, and north of
Eastbourne.
In Kent the Lower Greensand extends from the south of
Sevenoaks by Ashford to Hythe and Sandgate, the uppermost beds
belonging to the Folkestone series. At Aylesford the Folkestone
beds consist of pale grey or cream-coloured sands sloping in a
northerly direction. They are contaminated, to some extent, by
chalky matter, but the better qualities are used for glass of various
kinds, and are suitable for lining open-hearth furnaces. At
Hollingbourne and Berstead the same beds are also worked for
glass sand for use in bottle manufacture.
The Kent beds are similar to those at Godstone and Reigate in
Surrey, the sands occurring in caves as at the last-mentioned place.
The lower beds consist of the Sandgate and Hythe beds, the latter
containing soft layers of sand or " hassocks."
Several isolated areas occur in Oxfordshire, one at Cliddesden,
one three miles south of Oxford, and another at Nuneham Park ;
the main mass extends in a thin strip from Shellingford to near
Devizes. On Shotover Hill the beds overlie the Portland series,
and near Oxford the sand beds are mixed with ochre and fullers3
earth. At the base of the Greensand at Seend and Devizes (Wilt-
shire) is a bed of pisolitic iron ore 10-12 ft. thick, which is quite
loose and friable and resembles a sand. The ore at the former
place is used as a source of iron, whilst some of the sand is used as
a moulding sand.
In Hampshire the Lower Greensand occurs at Petersfield and
extends in a north-west direction along the London and South-
western Railway to Guildford and thence almost due east to
Maidstone and via Ashford to Hythe. Another area extends
southwards from Petersfield via Midhurst to near Eastbourne.
The southern half of the Isle of Wight is largely composed of
Lower Greensand, which is in parts (particularly near Ventnor and
Chale) overlain by Upper Greensand and Gault.
The Isle of Purbeck contains isolated deposits of Lower
Greensand.